Hyperglycemic hyperosmolar nonketotic syndrome in a child with acute lymphoblastic leukemia undergoing induction chemotherapy: case report.
Hyperglycemic hyperosmolar nonketotic syndrome, a life-threatening complication commonly associated with uncontrolled type 2 diabetes mellitus in adults, is characterized by severe hyperglycemia, a marked increase in serum osmolality, and clinical evidence of dehydration without the accumulation of beta-hydroxybutyric or acetoacetic ketoacids. There is a variable alteration in sensorium. The syndrome has been rarely reported in children with leukemia undergoing induction therapy. The authors' aim is to sensitize physicians to this life-threatening illness, which can be treated effectively if diagnosed early.